17. THE MAGIC SHOES AND STAFF.
CHAPTEE L
FAR, far away in a town of India called Chinehini, -where in days long gone by the ancient gods in whom the people believed are said sometimes to have appeared to those who called upon them for help, there lived three brothers of noble birth, who had never known what it was to want for food, or clothes, or a house to live in. Each was married to a wife he loved, and for many years they were all as happy as the day was long. Presently however a great misfortune in which they all shared befell their native country. There was no rain for many, many weeks ; and this is a very serious thing in a hot country like India, because, when it does not rain for a long time, the ground becomes so parched and hard that nothing can grow in it. The sun is very much stronger in India than? it is in England; and it sent forth its burning rays, drying up all the water in the tanks and changing what had beep, a beautiful country, covered with green crops good fo$ food, into a dreary desert, where neither men nor animals could get anything to eat. The result of this was that there was a